When life is on the line: orthopaedic trauma care in South Carolina.
There are approximately 300 orthopaedic surgeons in South Carolina, a state with a population of approximately four million. There is one orthopaedic surgeon per approximately 13,000 people, which should be adequate to meet the demand for orthopaedic care. The problem is not the quantity of orthopaedic surgeons. The problem is staffing our trauma centers with orthopaedic surgeons who are enthusiastic, have an interest in trauma care, and maintain high levels of CME and technical expertise. They need to be supported with appropriate medical liability reform, such as has been adopted in other states, and methods should be put into place to compensate surgeons for expensive, time consuming, and potentially risky procedures performed on uninsured and under insured patients. The number of patients with extremity trauma in South Carolina increased 25.6 percent during a five-year time period and is expected to continue to increase. It is estimated that 40 percent of all surgical charges generated for orthopaedic surgeons staffing trauma centers are for self-pay patients. Given the higher liability cost and lower reimbursement from other payer sources for elective procedures, it will soon become impossible for orthopaedic surgeons to continue to provide services at trauma centers without support from hospitals or government agencies.